
When using any mobile plant or tools
always observe THE 4M RULE!

Safety around 
powerlines

Information for:
Agriculture
Construction
Farming
Horticulture
Contracting

New Zealand Electrical Code of Practice 34 (NZECP 34) states the following:

“The distance between any live overhead electric line and any part of any mobile plant or load 
carried shall be ‘AT LEAST 4.0 METRES’, unless the operator has received written consent 
from the overhead electric line owner allowing a reduced distance.”



When you are using mobile plant (including their loads or 
attachments) or tools around powerlines you must stay at 
least 4 metres from the powerlines at all times.

How to obtain 
CLOSE PROXIMITY 
NOTIFICATION
1. Call Dispatch 0800 10 40 40 during office 

hours to book an appointment at least 48 
hours before the commencement of the work.

2. Appointment time will be given for the 
faultman to visit.

3. Faultman completes the visit and if satisfied 
issues the ‘close proximity notification’ to the 
person(s) who will be operating the mobile plant. 
NOTE:  authorisation is to the individual operator.

4. After one month (or longer if agreed to by the 
faultman) call Dispatch 0800 10 40 40 to book 
a follow up visit to issue a new authorisation.

5. If the faultman is not satisfied for any reason 
alternative options will be discussed.

Don’t take chances

northpower.com

ALL WORKS
The distance between any live 
overhead electric line and any 
mobile plant or load carried 
shall be at least 4m, unless the 
operator has written consent 
from Northpower.

HEDGE CUTTERS
Mechanically operated hedge 
cutters used in close proximity to 
overhead lines shall be operated 
in such a manner as to any part 
not encroaching within 4m of 
any overhead electric line and to 
prevent hedge clippings or other 
material from being thrown into 
contact with the conductors or 
creating any other hazard.

REDUCED 
DISTANCES FOR 
COMPETENT 
WORKERS
Where the operator of any mobile 
plant is a competent employee 
working near an overhead 
electric line, minimum approach 
distances may be reduced in 
accordance with safety practices 
determined by Northpower. The 
authority to work within these 
reduced distances is called a 
close proximity notification.

NORTHPOWER 
REDUCED  
DISTANCES ARE:
230-400 volt line 1 metre
11,000 volt line  1.5 metres
33,000 volt line  2.0 metres

WARNING NOTICE
Where mobile plant is likely to be 
used close to overhead electric 
lines, the owner or operator of 
such a device shall affix a warning 
notice in a conspicuous place 
as near as practicable to the 
operator’s position.

Remember never touch 
a powerline, electricity 
can kill you.


